

GEOGRAPHY

FRONTIERS

THE Colony of Aden consists of extinct volcanic craters
forming rocky peninsulas, joined by a flat, sandy shore.
The Aden Protectorate is geographically and adminis-
tratively divided into two areas, the western and the
eastern, and is bounded on the east by the western boun-
dary of the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman, on the north
and west by the Ruba' al-Khali (Empty quarter) and the
Kingdom of the Yemen. The Aden Protectorate seaboard
starts at Husn Murad (opposite Pcrim) on the west, and
runs for 740 miles towards the east to Ras Dhurbat Ali,
where it joins the frontier of the Sultanate of Muscat and
Oman.

MOUNTAINS

The Aden Peninsula is arid, rocky, and of volcanic
formation, and its summit, Jabal Shamsan, is 1,720 ft.
(525 m.) high, In the Protectorate some plateaus are
between 3,000 and 8,000 ft. above sea-level.

EIYERS

The chief water-courses, or Wadis, are the Tiban, Wadl-
Hassan, Suheib, Wacli-Bana, and Dheiqa Ahwar, All of
them come clown in flood a few times each year.

HARBOURS

Aden is an entrepot for trade with Saudi Arabia, the ad-
jacent territory, and the world. The port facilities offer

good anchorage in the inner and outer harbours. The
harbour provides room for twelve first-class berths suitable
for all vessels. Oil can normally be pumped to six berths
simultaneously. Two powerful tugs are available for the
berthing and unberthing of vessels. In addition, many
privately-owned tugs are suitable for towing lighters.
Shed accommodation is available, and the Port Trust has
sheds covering an area of 16,300 sq, yds. Repairs to hull
and machinery can be carried out by local firms. Principal
steamship companies call regularly, connecting Aden with
all parts of the world.

IRRIGATION

Protectorate, The very small amount of rainfall has to
be supplemented by flood- and well-irrigation. Generally,
the system of basin-irrigation is used, or big earth dams
are built across a wadi in the dry season to bank up the
water, which is then led as a moving sheet over as wide
an area as possible. In the eastern Aden Protectorate, in
the Hadhramaut, the floors of the extensive wadis are
cultivated, partly on flood- and partly on well-water, and
the Hood-irrigation is controlled by masonry and earth
dams. The possibility of large agricultural improvements
throughout the Protectorate rests mainly in the increasing
use of irrigation, and great strides have been accomplished
by the Government in the Abyan district, where much of
the derelict land has been brought back into cultivation.

PEOPLES AND RELIGIONS

PEOPLES
Adftit Colony. Mixed population, mainly Arabs, Parsees,

Indians, Jews, and Europeans.

Protectorate,,    The population of the Protectorate is
mainly Arab, together with a small group of Jews.

Arabic,

POPULATION
The population of Aden Colony,  1946  census,  was

80,516, The population of the Protectorate is estimated to
be approximately 600,000.

RELIGIONS
Aden Colony* Most of the inhabitants of the colony
belong to the Islamic faith. Some of the minorities are
Hindus, Jews, and Zoroastnans, The Christian community
in the colony supports two Roman Catholic churches (one
at Steamer Point, one at Crater), and a Presbyterian and
a Methodist church at Steamer Point,
Protectorate. The majority of the Protectorate popula-
tion are of the Islamic faith (Hanafi), but a small minority
of long-settler! Jews also live in the Protectorate,